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Form Landscape Architects  have been engaged by Mirvac 
Design to  prepare a  Landscape Design Intent  document 
to  support  a  development appl icat ion for  the Hercules 
Street  mixed use development.  As  part  of  a  col laborat ive 
des ign team,  Form propose to  enhance the generous 
publ ic  domain though an engaging and memorable 
landscape des ign re inforc ing and def in ing leg ib le 
thoroughfares,  generous publ ic  spaces,  contemporary 
and cognit ive  art ist ic  insta l lat ion e lements  and f lu id 
streetscape des ign.

S I T E  D E S C R I P T I O N

The subject  s i te  i s  located at  19 Hercules  Street , 
Hami l ton descr ibed as  Lot  3  on SP172658.   The s i te  has 
a  f rontage to  Hercules  Street  of  approximately  60m with 
a  depth of  approximately  95m provid ing an overal l  s i te 
area of  7 ,637m 2.

The s i te  i s  current ly  occupied by a  number of  o lder  low 
r ise  bui ld ings  of  predominant ly  masonry  construct ion.  
A  newer two storey off ice/administrat ion bui ld ing is 
located at  the Hercules  Street  f rontage with former 
laborator ies  and test ing fac i l i t ies  located behind th is 
bui ld ing surrounding a  centra l  hardstand serv ic ing area. 

A  sealed s ingle  a is le  car  park ing area occupies  the length 
of  the s i te  adjacent  to  the eastern s ide boundary  with  a 
s ingle  crossover  to  Hercules  Street .   The major i ty  of  the 
s i te  i s  occupied by hardstand areas  and bui ld ings  with 
l imited landscaped areas  located adjacent  to  the car 
park ing area and adjacent  to  some of  the bui ld ings.

The s i te  i s  general ly  f lat  with  s i te  levels  ranging between 
approximately  RL  3  –  3 .5m.

L A N D S C A P E  D E S I G N  P H I L O S O P H Y

The proposed landscape des ign offers  a  complete des ign 
response and hol ist ic  des ign solut ion for  the mixed-use 
nature of  the development.  I t  presents  a  co-operat ive 
environment,  t r iggered by a  local ized masterplan des ign 
ethos  but  a lso  responsive to  broadening soc ia l  ecology 
and greater  need for  ident i f iable  c iv ic  spaces  within 
Br isbane’s  urban environments.  The landscape des ign 
process  and result ing  des ign outcomes were guided by 
the fo l lowing pr inc ip les ,  ideals  and object ives:

•  To create a  development with an inherent ly  strong 
community  ident i ty.

•  To manipulate  sca le  and space to  provide areas 
of  h igh soc ia l  leg ib i l i ty  and plent i fu l  recreat ional 
opportunity. 

•  To ensure the use of  qual i ty,  durable  and sty l i sed 
des ign e lements  to  meet  the soc ia l  and cultura l 
needs of  reta i lers ,  res idents ,  users  and v is i tors .

•  To re inforce the importance of  on ground pedestr ian 
movements  by  provid ing for  stronger,  more v iable 
future connect ions.

•  To provide for  publ ic  appreciat ion a  combinat ion of 
unique and versat i le  spaces  of  h igh soc ia l  va lue and 
exper ience.

•  To integrate subt le  hardscape e lements  and bold 
features  balanced and softened by green space.

•  To consider  the future susta inabi l i ty  of  the 
development in  terms of  ecologica l ,   economic, 
soc ia l  and cultura l  needs.

Ant ic ipat ing the development ’s  pos i t ioning within 
the overal l  Hami l ton Northshore UDA,  the des ign 
del iberately  ampl i f ies  on-ground pedestr ian routes, 
movements  and exper iences.  Publ ic  domain dominates 
the ground f loor  landscape,  act ive  and dynamic  edges 
adding interest  to  the space,  offer ing var ious  v isual 
and phys ica l  exper iences  and drawing people  through 
i t .  A  curv i l inear  arbour  form,  whi lst  phys ica l ly  removed 
from the ground plane,  i s  representat ive  of  a  stream 
connect ing the adjoin ing Hami l ton Park  with  the r iver 
beyond.  The arbour  creates  a  sculptural  juxtaposit ion 
to  the l ineal  bui ld ing forms,  provid ing a  d ist inct ive 
complement  and drawing the ground level  pedestr ian 
into the lower  levels  of  the surrounding bui ld ings, 
re inforc ing a  personal  connect ion with the development.

The meander ing nature and v isual  cue of  the arbour  is 
re inforced on the ground plane by d irect ional  paving and 
composite  p lant ing ,  seat ing and interact ive  sculpture 
gardens through a  centra l  sp ine.  These e lements ,  organic 
in  nature,  are  des igned to  re inforc ing bui ld ing lobby 
entr ies ,  d i rect ional  guid ing of  pedestr ians  throughout 
the p laza  space and to  create unique breakout  and 
recreat ional  spaces  to  explore and enjoy. 

Res idents  recreat ional  requirements  are  met  with  the 
provis ion of  open space on podium level  of  bui ld ing 
one of  the development,  incorporat ing pass ive and 
act ive  open space e lements  within  a  def ined space.  The 
funct ion of  the space wi l l  not  only  accommodate the 
recreat ional  requirements  of  the res idents  but  provide 
an important  green space when v iewed from below 
and above.  The centra l  features  of  th is  area are  pool 
terraces,  BBQ deck,  arbours ,  podium gardens,  seat ing 
benches and outdoor  terraces. 

Emphasis  has  been placed on the publ ic  p laza  to 
establ ish  a  notable  publ ic  prec inct  des igned to  attract 
a  d iverse mix  of  res idents  and v is i tors .  The proposed 
landscape des ign encourages  soc ia l  interact ion 
and enjoyment,  and des irably  wi l l  encourage soc ia l 
acceptance of  the development as  a  s ingular ly 
ident i f iable  part  of  the Hami lton Northshore UDA 
col lect ive.  The proposed development is  mixed-use, 
provid ing for  a  var iety  of  res ident ia l ,  commercia l ,  reta i l 
and recreat ional  opportunit ies ,  and the landscape des ign 
emphasizes  th is  through the union of  recreat ional , 
reta i l ,  funct ional ,  ecologica l  and green spaces  presents 
a  versat i le  urban environment acceptant  of  current  need 
and aware of  future v is ion. 
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5 PODIUM EDGE

6 150MM HIGH CAST INSITU HOB WALL

7 SHALLOW GRAVEL BED DECORATIVE GRAVEL

8 FEATURE COBBLE BANDS

9 LASER CUT ARTWORK PANELS TO WALLS

10 PATTERNED COLOURED CONCRETE TERRACE

11 SECURITY FENCE + GATE
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1 CENTRAL SPINE TREE PLANTING

2 MEANDERING ARBOUR WITH CLIMBING PLANTS

3 SHADE TREES TO POOL GARDEN TERRACE

4 LAP POOL

5 RAISED TIMBER DECK

6 POOL GARDEN TERRACE

7 MAIN PODIUM ENTRY
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