
22 November 2019  
Our File Ref:  B19289EL001 Revised 
Contact: Joseph Toon 
 
 
Project Director 
Major Projects and Property 
Department of State Development 
 
 
Attention: Mr John Casey 
 
 
RE: YERONGA TAFE VEGETATION SURVEY
 
Dear John 
 
1. Background and Scope of Works
The Yeronga TAFE site, located at 70 Park Road, Yeronga (Lot Number 3 on 
SP300888) (the site), is undergoing redevelopment works. Part of these works include 
remediation of site soils within two areas (Figure 1). It is understood the remediation 
methodology is by removal and disposal of contaminated soils from the site. There are a 
number of trees within the remediation areas that have caused remediation activities to 
cease. It is understood all these trees require removal to meet the remediation objectives 
for the site. To assist in the assessment process for the removal of these trees 
supporting information is required. Economic Development Queensland engaged 
Lambert & Rehbein to undertake the following scope of work: 
 
 An assessment of the vegetation on site against the definition of significant 

vegetation in the ILUP; 

 Vegetation Survey (in accordance with Australian Standard AS4970-2009
Protection of trees on development sites); 

 Vegetation Survey Plan with all trees numbered; 

 A Vegetation Survey Information Table, including (but not limited to): 
 Tree numbering to accompany the Vegetation Survey Plan; 
 Species Name; 
 Common Name; 
 Dimensions: 

a) Height; 

b) Diameter a breast height [dbh]; 

 Structural Root Zone; 
 Tree Protection Zone; 
 Age, health, distinguishing features etc; 
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 Identify if Pest Vegetation; 
 Whether the tree is proposed to be retained or removed. 

 
2. Results and Discussion
A Level 5 AQF Qualified Arborist undertook the site investigation on 10 June 2019. 
Trees greater than 4 m in height and 10cm dbh were recorded. A total of 29 trees were 
identified within the remediation areas (Figure 1, Attachment A). Summarised in Table 1 
and detailed in Attachment A, these trees include native and exotic species in fair to 
good health with some planted and some self-seeded. Of these 29 trees, one is listed as 
a Category 3 weed (Tree #3, Celtis sinensis, Chinese Elm). 
 
Subsequent to the assessment undertaken in June, additional trees were identified for 
removal in November 2019 (T1-T6, Table 1) (Figure1). Although not assessed by an 
arborist, these generally appear to be in poor health or dead. 
 
It is generally considered the trees do not appear to be protected under local, state or 
Commonwealth legislation, including Brisbane City Council’s Natural Asset Local Law. 
However, under Section 2.5.5 Environment and Sustainability of the Yeronga Priority
Development Area (PDA) Proposed Development Scheme, design, siting and layout of 
development is required to support sustainable outcomes by “minimising and mitigating 
impacts on significant vegetation after demonstrating avoidance is not reasonably 
possible”, and by “retaining significant vegetation for street trees and feature trees…” 
 
Significant trees are defined in the Yeronga DPA as: 
 
“Means all vegetation, except those listed as pest vegetation by state or local
government, that is significant in its:

a. ecological value at local, state or national levels including; remnant vegetation,
non-juvenile koala habitat trees in bushland habitat and marine plants; or;

b. contribution to the preservation of natural landforms; or
c. contribution to the character of the landscape; or
d. cultural or historical value; or
e. amenity value to the general public

Note: vegetation may be living or dead and the term includes their root stock.” 
 
Under this definition it is likely that a number of the trees may be considered significant 
vegetation by the Yeronga PDA Proposed Development Scheme (Table 1) under at 
least one of the defining factors. It should be noted though that the definition of 
significant vegetation is subjective and the assessment (results in Table 1) have 
considered each tree individually. 
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To meet the current remediation objectives of the site it is understood all contaminated 
soil is required to be removed, including the soil under and around the trees within the 
remediation areas (Figure 1). It is also understood all trees within the remediation areas 
are growing within contaminated soil. To achieve the remediation objective it does not 
appear feasible to retain the trees as it is not feasible or practical to remove and replace 
all soil from around the trees. (Please note the remediation area boundaries are 
indicative and have been drawn in from provided drawings.) 
 
For any trees that have the potential to remain, such as those along the boundary of the 
remediation areas Tree Protection Zones (TPZ) have been included in the arborist report 
(Attachment 1). These should be considered and if remediation only requires partial 
disturbance of the TPZ an arborist should be consulted on the best methodology retain 
and protect the trees during disturbance activities. 
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours faithfully 
For and on behalf of 
LAMBERT & REHBEIN (SEQ) PTY LTD 
 
 
 
 
J. TOON BSc(Hons), MEIANZ, CEnvP 
DIVISION MANAGER – ENVIRONMENTAL 

Att: Table 1 – Tree identification number and species name
Figure 1 – Tree location
Attachment A – Arborist Report



 
Table 1 - Tree identification number and species name

  



 

Table 1 - Tree identification number and species name of prominent trees remaining in
remediation areas

Tree ID 
Number 

Scientific Name (species marked 
with * are exotic species or species 
from elsewhere in Australia) 

Common Name Significant 
Vegetation 

1 Corymbia tessellaris Moreton Bay Ash Possibly 
2 Acacia leiocalyx Black Wattle Unlikely 
3 Celtis sinensis* Chinese Elm No 
4 Syzygium paniculatum Magenta cherry  Unlikely 
5 Syzygium paniculatum Magenta cherry Unlikely 
6 Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly-leaved 

paperbark 
Unlikely 

7 Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly-leaved 
paperbark 

Unlikely 

8 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
9 Tipuana tipu* Pride of Bolivia No 
10 Callistemon viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush Unlikely 
11 Callistemon viminalis Weeping Bottlebrush Unlikely
12 Tipuana tipu* Pride of Bolivia No 
13 Grevillea robusta Silky oak Unlikely 
14 Jacaranda mimosaefolia* Jacaranda Unlikely 
15 Grevillea robusta Silky oak Unlikely 
16 Tipuana tipu* Pride of Bolivia No 
17 Melaleuca bracteata River tea tree Unlikely 
18 Melaleuca bracteata River tea tree Possibly 
19 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
20 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
21 Grevillea robusta Silky oak Unlikely 
22 Delonix regia* Poinciana Unlikely 
23 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
24 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
25 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Possibly 
26 Tipuana tipu* Pride of Bolivia Unlikely 
27 Grevillea robusta Silky oak Unlikely 
28 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
29 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
T1 Livistona australis Cabbage Palm Unlikely 
T2 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
T3 Libidibia ferrea* Leopard tree Unlikely 
T4 Unknown Appears dead No 
T5 Eucalypt sp Unsure Unlikely 
T6 Unknown Unsure No 
 
  



 

Figure 1 – Tree location
  





 

Attachment 1 – Arborist Report
 









Australian Standard AS4970-2009
Protection of trees on development sites
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Figure 1: Google site overview

Figure 2: Tree Survey Location Plan showing subject tree for assessment, 
supplied by Lambert & Rehbein
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Wild plants of greater Brisbane

Tree risk assessment manual
Noosa's native plants

Evaluating tree defects
Principles of tree hazard assessment and management

The body language of trees
Diagnosis of ill-health in trees




