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Report on Bushfire Management Plan for the Pacific International Development Corporation Pty Ltd
Development of Temporary Camping Ground and
Cabins at Flinders

1. Introduction

A large property west of Jimboomba has been cattle grazing lands for decades. Recently
the area has been investigated and approved for future residential development on

appropriate sections.

The options for short term use have included camping and cabin facilities. (see Aerial

Proposal Plan)
Parts of the property are heavily forested and rate as Bushfire Hazardous.

This hazardous vegetation has triggered an assessment by Economic Development

Queensland E.D.Q. at a pre application meeting. (see Appendix 1)

2. Description of the Site

The lower lands of the property have been cleared to pasture and adjacent ridgelines have

been selectively cleared or retained as native forest.

The area has been logged for logs suitable for milling and there is an extensive network of

road tracks and dams.

Hazard reduction burning has been practised in past over selected areas on the property.

Grazing has maintained the overall pasture in a manicured condition.

The proposed development is in two separate locations:-

2.1 Cabins

It is proposed for six cabins to be built in cleared areas with vegetation adjacent.

An existing track network will be used for access with some concrete crossing across the

minor gullies. There are two dams in the immediate precinct of the cabins.
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Development of Temporary Camping Ground and
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2.2 Camping Area
Further to the west and overlooking Undullah Creek it is proposed to develop a 15 site

camping area.

This site is currently cleared pasture with retained vegetation adjoining. (see Aerial

Proposal Plan)

This site will be accessed off Undullah Road utilising existing tracks for the majority of the
access. A newly constructed access track will be required from the ridge down to the

camp sites.

3. Assessment of Potential Bushfire Hazard for the Site

State Planning Policy Bushfire Hazard Mapping when overlaid on the site Aerial
Photograph confirms the proposed camping development is in a Low Hazard area. (see
SPP Overlay)

The cabins are located in a mixture of Low and Medium Hazard areas. These medium

hazard areas are generally small ridgelines with low fuel loads.

All of the proposed development is within a Hazardous Buffer Zone and as such while the

bushfire risk is low, a set of mitigating actions is appropriate.

4. Proposed Mitigating Actions

4.1 Access

Both areas will have short and easy access out to either Wyatt or Undullah Roads.

As the uses are short term stays with no permanent residents there would be a “no use”
restriction in times of extreme fire danger i.e. the need for evacuation would be eliminated

by the sites not being used in extreme fire weather.
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4.2 Fire Breaks and Fire Lines
There would be a minimum of 10 metres of managed/manicured grass around each cabin

and the camping area.

The camping area also has a perimeter access track to provide separation from the

adjoining vegetation. (see Aerial Proposal Plan)

4.3 Water

There are two dams readily accessible to the cabins for firefighting water if required.

The camping area has access to considerable water supply at the property headquarters

nearby.

4.4 Vegetation Management
Outside the development precinct is managed as a cattle grazing property and this would
continue. Any vegetation within 20 metres of cabins or the camping area would have the
following management:-

¢ All dead and dangerous trees would be removed.

e All ground fuels other than grass would be removed.

e Low branches to three metres would be pruned to remove any vertical fuel

connection.

5. Compliance with Logan Planning Scheme 2015 Version 2.1

The Logan Planning Scheme (2015) provides a Part 8 regarding the Bushfire Code. (see
Appendix 2)

This details actions necessary to protect people and premises from bushfire attack.

The proposed mitigating actions in Section 4 of this Plan confirm that the proposal will

comply with the Code. (see Acceptable solutions in Appendix 2)
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6. Conclusion

There is considerable areas of hazardous vegetation to the north and west of these
proposal, they are either distant and upslope or with significant separation from any

serious hazard.

This proposal is not limited by bushfire provided all the mitigating actions in Section 4 are

implemented and maintained.

L.S. Hawkes, B.Sc.(For), MIFA, MRFAQ

Senior Associate
(CV attached)
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Appendix 1

Brandon Bouda

Manager

Economic Development Queensland
Department of State Development,
Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning

Government | evel 14 1 William Street, Brisbane QLD 4000

GPO Box 2202, Brisbane QLD 4002
www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au

Marco Bonotto — EDQ

Gavin Johnson — Mortons Urban Solutions

John Harrison — Mortons Urban Solutions

Matt McLaren — Mortons Urban Solutions
Stephen Harrison — Harrison Development Group
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The proposed development is a suitable interim use, which has a scale and intensity that
will not compromise the intent and future development on the subject site.
EDQ supports the proposal as an interim use. The proposal is of a nature and scale that will not

prejudice the future development of the land as anticipated by the development scheme. If
approved, conditions will be imposed to limit the duration of the use.

2,

Application requirements including supporting reports considering the client’s intent to
commence development at the earliest opportunity.

While the proposal is for an interim use, it is noted that the location is in the very high to high
bushfire risk. A bushfire report will need to be submitted identifying mitigation actions. These
actions do not necessarily have to involve extensive clearing, but could look at other outcomes
such as availability of water on site, general maintenance of the grounds, site based
emergency plans, fire equipment access, minimum distance between campsite and vegetation
etc.

While the above are potential outcomes, your bushfire expert will be in the best position to
provide advice on any appropriate mitigation measures that should be in place.

Other reports to be submitted include:

Site / location plan/ drawings etc

Planning report

Ecological - if vegetation is proposed to be removed (it is noted that the report indicates that
there isn't an vegetation proposed to be removed).

Traffic report — showing access arrangements into the site that there is a suitable access to
support the proposed use

Confirmation that EDQ will not require the provision of amenity facilities for the camping
reserve.
A sewerage disposal system (compost toilet or similar) will need to be provided. EDQ has
reviewed Council requirements for a similar outcome and the applicant would need to comply
with Part 1 of the Queensland Plumbing and Wastewater Code - specifically protecting the
environment by ensuring surface and ground water are not polluted. This is particularly
important as the Undullah Creek flows into the Logan River upstream of the Cedar Grove Weir.

Confirmation that the scale of the activity does not generate the need for any local road
upgrades.
EDQ is satisfied this activity will not generate the need to upgrade local roads.

General
EDQ noted that there appear to be pipe crossings over the waterways. This may require
approval from SARA.
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THE CONSULTANCY BUREAU

CURRICULUM VITAE
LESLIE HAWKES, SENIOR ASSOCIATE

Qualifications
@& BSc For ANU 1969

Professional Affiliations
@ Member of the Institute of Foresters of Australia
@ Justice of the Peace (Qualified)

Areas of Expertise

¢ Land use planning, including the resolution of land use conflicts

@ Development of community-based management strategies for natural resources,
including forests, bushfire and wildlife

@ Development of environmental guidelines

¢ Development and implementation of fire management plans and strategies

@ Resource assessments for native and plantation timber

@ Farm, social and community forestry (including the development of resource materials)

@ Silviculture and management of native rainforest, eucalypt and plantation forests

¢ Forest recreational planning and management of State Forests and National Parks

Relevant Experience

* Extensive experience as a Natural Resource Consultant, preparing Reports on

Environmental Performance, Court Appearances as an expert witness, performing forest,
environmental, habitat assessments and Bushfire Plans.

¢ Extensive experience in Queensland, participating in forums and negotiations relating to
land use conflicts, including conflicts between forestry and sugar growing industries.

* Sound understanding of the operations of the sugar growing industry and of the
agricultural and grazing sectors, from continuing contact with participants in the industry
and from direct experience as a primary producer.

& Appreciation of the constraints and challenges facing the farming sector and individual
farmers from ongoing contacts with the primary production sector, from direct farming
experience, and as a small business proprietor.

The Consultancy Bureau Pty Ltd aBn 35010 873 346

Unit 4, 50 Northlink Place Virginia Qld 4014 PO Box 142 Northgate Qld 4013
Phone: 07 3256 8444 Facsimile: 07 3256 8944

Email: mail@consultancybureau.com.au www.consultancybureau.com.au
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Curriculum Vitae Les Hawkes, Senior Associate - The Consultancy Bureau Pty Lid

Work Experience

1992 - present Natural Resource Consultant - The Consultancy Bureau Pty Ltd

Achievements

¢ Provide consultancy services to public and private sector within Queensland on wide range
of ecological assignments including

Prepare Bushfire Management Plans throughout Queensland and present expert
evidence in the courts for Local Authorities and Developers.

Environmental Impact Assessments on large sub division proposals, roads, quarries and
underground cable projects.

Prepare legal reports on environmental performance for Local Authorities and private
developers (court appearance as expert witness).

Review, develop community based management strategies for rural Queensland areas,
e.g. (Western Cypress areas around Roma).

Assist in the review of Environmental Labelling for Forest products in Australia.
Assist in financial auditing for Queensland Government Department.

Major review of habitat of the Mahogany Glider in the Herbert Valley.

1992 - 2007 Small business owner/operator

1992-1995: Party Hire Owner/Operator
1996-2007: Ladder Manufacture and Distribution, Qld and NSW
1998-2007: Wholesale Leather Distribution Company.

1990 - 1992 Manager, Forest Advisory Branch, Queensland Forest Service.

Achievements
@ Management, development and delivery of information services to keep the public
informed of the intent and the detail of all programs and services of the Queensland Forest
Service.
¢ Co-ordinate and enhance the quality of the rural and urban environment by encouraging

and facilitating the planting, care and retention of trees along with the role rehabilitation of
degraded land by promoting the role of trees and forests in sustainable land management
including assessment of private commercial forest proposals.

@ Developing and producing appropriate awareness campaign along with literature to ensure
the wider community is fully informed on suitable practices on the land.

-
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Curriculum Vitae Les Hawkes, Senior Associate - The Consultancy Bureau Pty Ltd

1985 - 1990 District Forester at Ingham District - Queensland Forest Service

Achievements

3 High level negotiations and demonstration of the Department’s management of the
rainforests in North Queensland.

@ High level of both technical and managerial skills in a senior field position.

% High degree of expertise in managing the development of tropical forests.

¢ Major resource assessments of all lowland native forest in Ingham region for land use
classification.

@ Management of a large budget, including financial monitoring and auditing.

@ Workforce management and control, including responsibility for planning the downsizing
of the workforce following the cessation of rainforest harvesting.

@ Establish and manage 10000 ha of exotic pine plantation.

1980-1985 Officer In Charge of the Imbil District - Queensland Forest Service

Achievements

L ]

¢

Management of a 14,000 ha plantation of Hoop Pine which involved:-

- raising 500,000 nursery stock annually.

- Establishment of approximately 250ha of new plantation, annually, silvicultural
maintenance including weeding, pruning and thinning, commercial harvesting of
40,000 cubic metres of thinning and preparation for the imminent harvesting of much
larger volumes of timber of the final crop.

Management of highly productive native hardwood forests for both timber and high use

recreational pursuits including all the Connondale Range area.

Management and workforce control of 120+ staff

1978 - 1980 Marketing Development Officer - Marketing Division - Queensland Forest

Service, Head Office
Achievements
* Review of pricing systems for the Services forest products.
@ Investigation and development of operational and environmental guidelines for forestry
activities
* Review environmental logging guidelines in native forests.

-
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Curriculum Vitae Les Hawkes, Senior Associate - The Consultancy Bureau Pty Ltd

1977-1978 Fire Protection Officer for Queensland

Achievements

® Responsible for management to ensure the effective protection of all state forests from fire.

© Extensive work in pioneering helicopter hazard reduction burning of both native forests
and exotic plantations.

* Developing and running Fire Schools for all Field Officers in Queensland.

1970 - 1977 Various management positions in the Queensland Forest Service

& Forester in Charge of Native Forest Management Esk Gatton Crows Nest.
[ Forester in Charge of Jimna SF. including Native Forest Management of Conondale
Range.

Consultancy Experience

Human Resource Management

L3 Up-sizing and down-sizing of workforces, for example:-
- Increases in plantation establishment, staff from 50 to 120.
- Shut down of Rainforest logging and complete review of all positions in North
Queensland and report on down-sizing.
- Implementation of performance management systems from 1982 - 1992.
- Development of the Queensland wide forestry extension program including budgets,
staff position descriptions, recruitment and placement.

Human Resource Development

® Developing training course and providing Fire Training Schools for Queensland wide Fire
Prevention staff.
(3 Produced training videos for Farm Forestry, manuals for Farm Forestry, quarterly

corporate publication and computer based Tree Selection System with accompanying book
version for Farm Forestry activities.

Organisational Structures and Functions
¢ 1976 Department of Forestry Restructure

¢ 1982 Review of roles / responsibilities and reporting systems for Queensland Wide Sub-
Districts.

-
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Curriculum Vitae Les Hawkes, Senior Associate - The Consultancy Bureau Pty Ltd

¢ 1989

¢ 1990

¢ 1993
¢ 1996

¢ 1998

Review of North Queensland - Forestry Structure, Personnel and redundancy needs
following the closure of Rainforest Management.

Develop a state-wide structure for Forest extension including interaction with Land
Care, Integrated Catchment Management and Extension Research.

Business planning and development of a Hire Equipment business.

Purchase of a Ladder Manufacturing business and implementation of a new factory
system and a changed marketing strategy.

Purchased leather distribution company and implemented change to post a 400%
increase in turnover in 30 months.

Additional Skills

¢ Considerable involvement with Aboriginal Communities overa 25 year period including -
assistance in developing skills (sawmilling, fire protection, and special native treecrops).

L 2

Assistance with employment training schemes especially using unskilled labour.

¢ Developing and assisting with problems employing people of diverse cultural
backgrounds.

¢ Major team building has included:-

Forest Extension Programme
Up-sizing for new Plantation Programme
Staff morale reviews during and after the Rainforest Logging Debate

Scope of Consultancy Services

¢ Les Hawkes has a strong operational background with excellent interpersonal skills at the
work place. He has extensive experience in feasibility studies and design of projects and
programmes. Les possesses extensive experience in project implementation / with large
workforces and budgets, and develops sound operational plans showing achievement
milestones and required reporting arrangements.

@ Considerable experience in land use evaluation reporting and conflict resolution.
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